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A 
RELATIO N 


of the fearfull e=- | 


{tate of Franct 
SP IRA. 


363 N the year 154 $8 

C g when the glori- 

" ous Sun of the 

- Goſpel was but; 

a een riſen in —_— 

rope ; inthe days of the raign 

of Edward. the Sixth of hat | 

name, King of EnGLAND:\ 

In the Territorie, and under | 
the Iuriſdiftion of the City of 
Yenice , being the very border | 
of Italy, inthe town of C:tt4- 
A 3 aella, 


— 


_ . 
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A relation of the fearful 
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della, lived one Francis Spire, 1 
Civill Lawyer, an Advocat© 
of great rank andeſteem, be- 
.ingof known learning, and e- 
loquence;of great experience, 
of carriage circumſpect and ſe. 

vere ; his ſpeech grave and 
[compoſed ; his countenance 
\ſharpe atd auſtere ; every way 
beficting that authority! wher- 
'unto he wazadvanced;cndow. 
ed with outward bleſſings, of 
| wife, and [eleven children , 
and wealth in abundance: what 
| his wort parts were, I have no 


'other warrant then his own 
; words, which ( if not tainted 


overmuch with the bicterneſs 
of adeſperate minde, and bea- 
ring the countevance rather of 
ome eng hen of ſober confeſh- 
on) may ſeem to addea pe- 
riod to all further commen- 
dations. 
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\ <7 was (faith he) exceſsiwe- 
« ly covetouws of —_ , and ac- 


< cordingly 1 applic 


my ſelf to | 


« pes by injuſtice , corrupting ju- 
« ſb1ce by deceit, inventing tricks | 
<< to delude juſtice : good canſes] | 


© either defended deceirfully , or 
« ſold them tothe adverſary per- | 


<« fidrwifly';, 14 cauſes I mamntat- | 
ened with all my might ; I wit-| 
« tingly oppoſed the known truth, 
« and the truſt committed unto | 
«© wee, 1 either betrayed or per- | 
weried, Thus having worn | 
out forty four yeares, or! 
there abouts, and the news of | 
thenew, or rather newly re- | 


vived opinions 


of Luther | 


comming intothole parts, re- 
preſcnted an object of novelry 
unto him ; who being as deſt- 
rous to know, as he was famous | 
tor knowledg ; ſuftered nor 
theſe wandring opinions to 
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paſs unexamined ; bur ſearch- 
1nginto the Scriptures,and in- 
'toalt books of Controverhe | 
chathe could get, both old and: 
new ; and'finding more then 
fame or opinion , he began to! 
caſte their nature ſo well, as he 
entertains, loves, and ownesy 
them at length ; and with fuch 
zeal, as he became a profeſſor , 
you teacher of them ; firſt to 
his wife, children , and fami-; 
'ly ; and after to his friends, 
and familiar acquiintance; and 
;in compariſon, ſeemed to neg- 
' Ic all other affaires ; inten-! 
ding ever to preſs this main 


| point, that We muſt wholly, and 


only depend one the free, and un 


| changeable love of God in the 
| deathof C hriſt, as the only ſure 
| w4y to ſalvat 0 : and this was 
' the ſumime of all his diſcoarfe: | 


and this'conrinued forthe ſpace | 
of 


— —— "—_ - 


| 


' 
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| eſtare of Francis Spira 


of lix years, or thereabouts ; 


even lo long as this fire could. 
keep it felt within private; 
walles ; butat length, it brake 
forth into publique meetings; 
ſo as the whole Province of 
| Padys Cawned by the luſtre! 
thereof. The Clergic finding | 
[the trade of their pardons to. 
decay ; and their Purgatory to; 
| WAX cold , began to beſtirre | 
themſelves ;zgloſing their acti- | 
ons, firſt, with calumnious | 
aſperiions upon, the whole 
proteſion ; then-more plainly | 
[triking at $p: r4 with grievous 
| accuſation, And toctica their 
| purpoſe, ſome promile labour, * 

' others tavour, ſome advice mY 
thers maintenance ;,all zoyn| 
| todivide , either his ſoul trot 
his body,or both from God. 


Now was lohn Caſa, the! 
| Popes Legate, re{ident at Ye-! 
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| WICe, being by birth a Floren- | 
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Avelation of the fearfull | 
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| tine ; and one that wanted nei- | 
cher malice againſt thoſe of 
| this way, nor craftineſs to 
| d _— 
| effe@ his malicious. purpoſes . 
| To him thefe men repaire with 
out- Cries againſt Spire ; thar 
he was the man that condem- | 
ne d the received rites of the | 
Church , deluded the Eccle- 
fiaſt ical power, and ſcanda- 


lized the policie thereof, one 
of ne meane rank ; being a 
man of Arcounr and authori- 
ty,and cherunro, learned inthe 
Scriptures, elegant in ſpeech , 
and 1n'one word, a dangerous 
Lutheran ; having alſo many 
diſciples, and cherefore not to 
be deſpiſed. 

| Arthis began the Legare to 
| caft his eye on the terrible al- 


reration that lately had ha 


'\ned m Germany ; where, by rac | 
meanes || 


—— 
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means of one onely Luther,the 
Romiſh Religion had ſuffered 
ſuch a blow , as that it could | 
\neither be cured by diſimula-| 
tion, nor defended by power ; 
| bur th2: Clergy muſt either 
mend-their manners , or loſe! 
their dignities : onthe other | 
fide, when he ſiw how pro-| 
penſe the common people, in- 
habiting in the bordering 
countries of /taly,were to en- 
rertain thoſe new opinions , 
he now thought it no time to 
diſpute, or perſwade ; but with 
ſpeed repairs to the Sexate, and | 


| procures authority from them | 
| toſend for Spiys. | 
|  Fpirs by this time had con- | 
| idered with himſelt of the} 
; ature of his carriage, how e- | 
; vident and notorious it war, | 
| apdtherefore fubje to be en- | 


 vied by ſuch, as neither liked ; 


his | 
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his perſon not religion ; he 
perceived that his opinions | 


| were neither retired nor ſpe- | 
| culative, but ſuch as aimed at | 
| the overthrow of the Rpmilh | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


FaQtion , andachange of po- | 
licie ; wherein at the beſt, he | 
could expect bur a bloudy vi- | 
Rory ; and that his enemies | 
wanred neither power nor OC. 
caſhon, to call him toaccount 
in publique : when he muſt ei- 
ther Apoſtatize, and ſhametul- 
ly give bis former hfe, yea bis 
'own confcience.,the lie, oren- 
'dure the utmoſt malice of his 
(deadly enemies ; or forſake 
' his wite, children, friends 
{goods, authority * yea, his 
;deare Country ; and berake 
[himſelf ro a forraign peo- 
ple,: here to encCure a thouſand 
miſeries , tht do contmually 
wait upon a vecluntary exile 
Pewg! 
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eſtateof Francis Spira. 9 
| Being thus diftracted, and tof- 
ſed in the reftleſs waves of | 
duubr, withour guide to truſt | 
©, Or haven to fly tro tor ſuc- | 
| Cour 5, on the ſuddaio, Gods | 
| Spirir athſting, he felr acalme, | 
| and began to diſcourſe with 
| himf-lt, in this manner. 
| Why wandreſt thow thay in un» | 
Certarmt iles unhappy men ? Caſt 4- 
wy fear, pitont'y ſhield, the 
held of faith Where « thy won« | 
tel courage , thy r60dneſs,thy com- 
| flancy? 1 emzber that Ch riſts glory 
bees ar t% ſtake: ſuffer 1h awwitk- 
| out ſear, be will defend thee, he 
w1. 1: thee what thou ſhalt anſwer, 
he canbe.t dow all danger, bring 
| | thee ont of priſon, raſethee from | 
Þ | rhe de14,coſider Perer in rhe dun- | 
lgcon, the Martyres in the fire, if 
' thow - Way 5 a £#9d confeſs 100 thou 
| mareſt 19:1 00 10 priſe n,or drarh 


| bat art ctrymud reward in buwven 
i 
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| remaines for thee , What baſt thou 
in tis world comparable to Eter- 
| nal life,ts pnadelline happineſs ? 
if thow deeſt otherwiſe, think of 
the ſcandal , (common people live 
| by example , thinking what ever 
| & done, well done;) fear the hiſs | 
| of peace and joy, fear hell, death, | 
| and eternal wrath ; ov if thy fleſh 
bee ſo ſtrong, as to cauſe thee to | 
doubt of the iſſue , fly thyCoun- 
rrey , get thee away,'bough never | 
fo far , rather then deny the Lord 
of life. | 
Now was Spire in reaſona- | | 
ble quiet, being reſolved to| | 
yield ro theſe weighty rea-| | 
ſons ; yet holding it-wiſedom 
'roexamine all things , he con- | 
ſults alſo with ficſh and bloud,| ; 
thus the battaile doth renew , | | 
/and the flicſh begins in this 
manner : Be well adviſed, fond 
man ;, conſider reaſons on both 
fades, 


ns efate of Francis Spira. : I 


ſides, and thenjudg ; how canſt 
' thoa t 51s overweene thine own 
| ſufficiencie , 4s thow neither ve- 
| rardeſt the examples of thy P. 6 
| renitors, nor the judement of the 
| whole Church ; deeſt thou not cont- 
| ſider what miſery this thy raſh-| 
| neſs will bring thee unto ? thou 
| ha/t loſe all thy ſabſkance , gatten| 
\ with ſo much care and travaile ; 
| thou ſhalt undergoe the moſt ex. 
| quiſne tormerts that malice it 
| ſelf can deviſe , thow ſbalt be 
| counted an heretique of all : and 
| ro cloſe wp all , this ſbals die 
ſhamefully. What thinkeſt thou 
of the loathſome flinking dan- 
geon, the blaudy axe , the bur- 
ning faget 2 are they delightful? 
Bewiſe at length, and keepe thy 
life and bonauy ; thou maieft live 
to do much good to good men, 4 
God command; thee ; thou maieſt 
be an ornament ts thy Countrey ;| 


and. 


I  —_" 
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and put caſe, thy Countries loſs 
would be of ſmall eſteem with 
thee , Wilt thou bring thy friends 
alſo into danger ? thow haſt be- 


| zotten children, wilt thon now cut | 
| their throats, and inhumanely | 


| 


| butcher them , which may in 11me 
| bring honour to their Countrey , 
| glory to God, help and furthe 
| rance to bis. Church ! goe tothe 
Legate, weak man , freely con- 
feſs thy fault, 'and help all 
theſe miſeries. Thus did the 
cares of this world, and the 
decdtfulnefs of riches, choak 
'the good Seed that was for- 
| merly ſown , ſo as fearing, he 
faints, and yields unto the al- 
turements of + this preſent 
world ,; and being thus hlin. 
ded, he goes tothe Legateat 
Venice, and falutes hun with 
this news. 

Havine ' for theſe diver, 


y ares 


os 


| 


Er 


yeares entertained an opinion conn! 
terning ſome Articles of fanh, 
contrary to the Orthodox , and 
rectived judgment. of the 
Church ; and uttered many _ 
againſt the authority of the 


Church of Rome, and the us 
miverſal Biſhop : 1 humbly ac-; 
tuowlede my fault and Ertour, 
and my folly in miſleading others: | 
I therefore yield my ſelf in all 
obedience,to tbe Supreame Biſhop, 
imo the Boſome f the Church of 
Rome ; never. to depart 4246s; 
from the traditions and decrees | 
of the holy See : I am heartily; 
ſorry for what is paſt , and | hum- 
bly bexge pardon for ſo rreat an! 
ence. 

The Lezate perceiving $pira 
ro faint, he purſues him to 
the utmoſt , he cauſeth are- 
Citation of all his Errors tobe 
drawn in writing, together 

with 


— ——_—_— —————— 
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with the Conteſſion annexed 
|[toit, and commands Spira to 
ſubſcribe his name there, 


| |which accordingly he did; 


'then the Legazte commands 
'him to return to his own 
Towne ; and there to declare 
[this Conteſhon of his, and to 
acknowledg the whole Do- 
'rrine of the Church of Rowe 
to beholy, and true, andto 
abjure the Opiniovs of Luther, 
and other ſuch Teachers, as 
falſe ; -and heretical : Man 
knowes the beginning of ſinne, 
but who CR the 1ſſnes there- 
of ? Spira having once loſt 
footing, goes down a maipe , 
he cannot ſtay, nor gain-ſay 
the Legate ; but promiſeth to 
| accompliſh his who'e will and 
pleaſure : he ſoon addreſſeth 
' himſelf for his Iourney : and 
being onward in the way , be 

think 


— n — _ 
- — ——-— _ — ——— _— —_— — 


> O— 


—_—— _ Ret 


%? & 2 Q. OW » 


| eftate of Francis Spira. 15 


— — 


| thinks himſfelt of the large 
| - any he had brought away, 
from the Conflit with the 
| Leeate : What glorious teſti- | 
'mony he had given of his 
|great faith, and conſtancy in | 
'Chrifts cauſe : and to 'be 
'plain, how impiouſly he had | 
'denied Chrift , and his Goſpel 
at Yenice , and what he pro-| 
|miſed to. do further in his| 
'own Countrey ; and thus| 
partly with feare , and partly 
'with ſhame being confoun- 
ded, he thought he hearda 
voyce ſpeaking unto him, in| 
this manner. | 
 Spira, What doſt thu hyre? 
whither goeſt thou ? h-ſt thou, 
wnhipty man , given thy hand- 
writing tothe Legate at Venice ? 
9:t ſee thou doeſt not ſeale it in 
thy own countrey. Dieſt thou 
indeed think etcrmal life fo 
meane, 


_——— 
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| meane , « that thou preferr/t 
this preſent life beforert ? dof 
| thou well in preferring wife and 
| children before Chriſt * i the 
| windy applauſe ef the people, bet. 
| ter indeed then the glory of God; 
and the poſſeſsion of thu warlds 
ood more acare tothee, then the 
alvation of thine own Soul ? 
« the ſmall uſe of a moment of 
time more deſireable, then eternal 
| wrath & dreadful ? Think with 
| thy ſelf, what Chriſt endured for 
| thy ſake ; wit not equal, rbou 
| ſhonldeſt ſuffer ſomewhat for 
| him ? Remember, man, that the 
| ſufferings of this Preſent life, are | 
' not comparable to the glory that 
| ſhall be revealed : if” thou [uffe- 
' reſt with him, thon [haltalſo 
reign with him : thou canſt not 
| anſwer for what thou baſt already | 
| dene ; nevertheleſs, the gateof | 
mercy i not quite ſhut : take _ 
that 


— 
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' 


| tht th « veapeſt not ſon upon (, | 
| leſ thaw repent when1it will be t10 |* 
late. 
|.» Now wasSpirsina wilder- 
| neſs of doubt, not Knowing 
which way to turn him, nor 
what to. do : yet being arri- 
| ved in his own Country, and 
amongſt, his triends, wich | 
|ſhame enough he relates what | | 
he had done, and whar he had | 
turther promiſed todo ; and 
bow the terror of God on the 
ohe fide, , apd the terror of this 
world onthe other fide, did | 
continually rack him ; and. 
therefore. he deſired of them | 
advice in this ſo doubtfull a 
caſe : his fnends upou. ſmall 
deliberation aalwered ; thatit 
was requilice he ſhould take 
hecd :that he did notin an 
wiſe betray his wife aud bil. 
dren', and all his triends iato 
| dang *1, 


—— 
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; danger, ſceing that by ſoſmall 
'a matter as the reciting of a 
[little Schedule , which might 
| be done in lefs ſpace then; 
' halfe an hour, he might both 
| free himſclf from preſent dans | | | 
| ger, and preferve many that | | | 
| depended upon him : adding | | | 
moreover, that he could ger | 
no Credit in relenting from | 
that which he had already in | | | 
cateſt 'parr performed be- || [ 
fore the Legateat Yea/te, and | | | 1 
that in the perfet accompliſh- Þ 
ing thereof, little or no diſcre- | | | 
dire could ariſe, more then | | |! 
what by the formeraQtion al- | c 
ready he had ſuſtained :'o0n || | 
the other fide, if he did nor| | | 
perform his promiſe made to n 
the Legate , he could neither -) 
diſcharge himſelt- 'of the 
ſhame which he had- already F 


incurred ; nor  avoyd far ll 
Woes 


| 


_ fs of Francis Spira. 


more heavy and inſup rtable. | 
| injuries , / or probably hee | 
| ſhould have eadared, it he had 
| perfi tedobſtinately in his for. 

| mer Opimons. 

This was the laſt blow of | 
| the batraile : and Spire utterly | 
overcome, goes tothe Pretor, | 
and proters to perform his 
promiſe made to the Legate, ' 
| who inthe meane time, had | 


| | ready, and had ſent theinſtru- | 


| 


ment” of abjuration —— ;of 
$pirs, to the Prztor, 
hands of a certain Prieg? Al 
that night che miſerable man 
ware out with reftleſs cares, 
without any minute of ref;rhe 
next morni Pins m—_— 
ſees up, and being ready, 
wr ae ve _ ioto = 
publi egation, where 


Maſs Toing niſhed, in the: 
| ' preſence 


A 


| 


| | taken order to have all chiogs | 


by 
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; preſence of triends and ene- 
mies,ard of the whole Aſſem- 
. | bly z being by eſtimation neer; | 
| rwothouſand people, yea,and | 
of Heaven itſelf, he : recites 
| that infamous abjuration , 
| word for word, as it was writ» 
ren : itbeing dane, he was fi- 
ned at thirty pieces of gold. 
which he preſeucly paid : five. | 
whereof were. given to the || 
PricK that brought the abju- | 
ration ;. che other twenty fave | 
were imployed . cowards. the! 
making of a Shyynt to ty the | 
Ewcharsſt ic , then was ne tent || | 
home, reſtored .to his Digni-|| | 
ries, $wite;apd children; || | 
No jooner was be «4 ted, |! | 
but he thought he heardadues} | 
tul voyce laying to hun ; Thes| | 
wicked wietch ,. thou haſt demiel\| | 
ae. tha baſt renounced the thr) | 
venant of ty obedicuce, thou haft 
| | broke 


OO ——R 


- 


"IO — 


| eſt .te of Francis Spira. 


| broken thy vow, hence Apoſt ate, 
beare with thee the ſentence of thy 
eternall damnation ; he trem- 
d | bling an? _— body and 
S | mind , fell down in aſwoune ; 
, |! | relief was at hand for the bo- 


b» dy, but from that time for- 

| \ward, he never found any 
| |} peace or eaſe of his minde ; but 
'e.| continuing in uncefſant tor- 


xe || | ments, he profeſſed that he 
u= || | wascaptived under the —_— 
ve '' | ging hand of the great God: 
he | | that he heard continually that 
he || | feareful ſentence of Chriſt 
at || | rhat juſt Iudg : that he knew 


; he was utterly undone : that 
| he could neither hope for 
| grace, nor Chrifts interceſſion 


| half : thus was bis faultever 
heavy on his heart, and ever 
his Iudgment before his cies. 


| with God the Father in his be= 


| Now began his friends 
_.- ſome 


—— 
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ſome of them, to repent too| 
| late of their raſh counſel ; 0-/ 
| thers not looking fo high as | 
| the Iudgment of God, laid all|| 
| the blame upon his Melancho- | * 
| licke conſticution ; that over-| | 
ſhadowing his judgment, | 
| wrought 1s him a kind of mad- 
[neſs : every one cenſured as | | | 
| his fancieled him, yetfor re- |! | 
medy allagreedin chis ,touſe| | 
both the wholeſome help of | | 
Phyſicians, -and the pious ad- | | | 
'veic of Divines,and . gue” 696 {1.1 
thought it meet toconvey him 
'to Padua, an VUniverlicy of 
note, where plenty of all man- 
ner of means was to be had : 
this they accordingly did , 
both with his wife, children, |! | 
' and whole family; others alſo || | 
of - bis fricnds accompanying | | 
him : and being arrived ut the | 
houſe of one [ames Ardin , in p 
Saint | 


- 


_— — 
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\. | | | Sailit Leonards Pariſh, chey ſent 
ag | for three Phyfitians of moft 
1t| | | note, *who upon. due obferva- 
|| | tion of the effects, and of other 
Symptomes of his diſeaſe, and 
- | | | ſome private conference one 
4 | yich another , amongſt =o 
«| | [{elyes, returned their yerdit 
._ | | | in this manner;v/z. That they 
| | could not difcerne that his bo- 
if| | dy wasafflitcd with any dan. 
_ | | | ger or  diltemper originally 
e | | [from itſelf, by reaſon of the 
| | [over-rulinvg of any humobr, 
\f | | | but chat this Malady of his 
did ariſe from ſome griefe, of 
pation of his minde, which 
deing over- burthened, did fo 
|| | oppreſsth-ſpirits, asthey want- 
[| |ting free pallage ,* ſtirred up 
g” many ill humours, whereo 
| [the body of manisfull ; .and 
\| [theſe aſcending into the 
| | braine, crondleel the faricie x 
=_ Ba fhadow- | 


tC 


5. | 
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ſhadowed the ſear of the judg- 
ment, and ſocorrupted it : this 
was the ftate of his diſeaſe, and 
that outward part that was | 
fible to the eye of nature; this| | 
they indcavoured to reform | 
by purgatio, either to coſume, 
or at leaſt to divert the courſe 
of thole humours from the 
braine ; but all their skill et- 
tected nothing, which Spira 
noting ſaid : Alas poore men, |- 
how far wide art you ? do you 
think that this diſeaſe s to bee! 
cured by potions ? believe me| 
there muſt be another manner of | | 
medicine, it is neither plaiſter s, 
nor drugges, that can help «; 


| 


| 


caſt down with | 
and the wrath of 


| God ; t's onely Chriſt that muſt | 
be the Phyſutian , and the Coſpel/ 
the ſoul Antiante. 

The Phyſitians e 


afily be- | 


lieved |! 


g—_— m- 
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[ceved him after they had un. 
derftood the whole truth of | 
the matter, and therefore they 
wiſhed him to. ſeek ſome ſp1- 
ritual comfort. By this time 
the fame of this man was ſpred 
over all Padus, and the neigh- 


bour Country ; partly for that 
he was a man, of Efteeme: 
partly becaule as the diſcaſe, ſo 
the occaſion was eſpecially re- 
markable ; for this was not 
done in a corner : 


again, or at leaſt to benefit 
themſelves, by ſuch a ſpeta- 
cle of miſery, and of the ju- 
ſtice of God. Amongſt theſe, 


Pauls Verger!us Biſhop of 
Tuſti. | 


— 
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ſo-as daily | 
there came multitudes of all | 
ſorts to ſee him : ſome our of | 
curiofitie onely to ſee and dil- | 
courſe ; ſome our of a pious 
defire to try all meancs that 
might reduce him to comfort. 
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1uſtinopolis, and Mathews Grt- 
bauldws , delerve efpeciallyto 
' be named, as the moſt princi- 


| pal labourers for this mans 
' comfort, They find himnow 
' about fifty years of age , nei- 
ther affected with the dotage 
of old age, nor with the un- 
 conftant -adftron paſſion of 


yourh, bur in the Rrength of 
is experience and - ment ; 
in a burning heate, calling ex- 


| ceſively tor drink . . yet his 
| underftandin "S aQtive , / quick 
10 


of apprehenſion, witty in dil. 
ks above his ordinary 
manner,and judiciouſly oppo- 


| fire : his friends laboured him 
| by all fair meanes to receive 
[ſome nouriſhment, which he 
| obſtinarely gain- laying , they 


forcibly infuſed ſome liquid 

| ſuſtenance into his mouth; 

 moft of which he ſpit outa- 1 
gain , 


a ren 
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gaine , exceedingly chafing 
and in this fretting mood of 
his, ſaid : As it is truethat all | 
things work for the beff tathoſe 
that love God; fo tothe wicked | 
all are contrary : for wheres a | 
p [entiful of-ſpring u« the bleſsing | 
|of God, and his reward, being a | 
ſtay to the weak eftate of their a- | 
ged parents ; to me they arca| 


cauſe of bitterneſs and wexation; | 
they do ftrive to make me tive | 
| ont this miſery , I would fain be | 
| at ewend., 1 deſerve no: this dea. | 
| ling at their hands ;, O that 1 
wer e rone from bence, that ſome- 
body would let ent ths weary 
| Soul, 
| His friends ſaluted him,and 
| | askedhim, whathe conceived 
tobe the cauſe of his diſeaſe; 
| forthwith he brake out into | 
| | | a lamentable diſcourſe of the 
1 | | paſſages formerly related, and 
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that with ſuch paſhonate Elo. 
cution,thar he cauſed many to 
| weepe , and moſt to tremble. 
They contrarily, to comfort 
'him , propounded many of 
Gods promiſes recorded inthe 
Scripture ; and many exam- 
(ples of Gods mercy : Hy fin 
( faid he) & greater then the mer. 
cy of God.. Nay,anſwered they, 
|the mercy of God is aboveall 
'fin ; God would haveall men 
'to be ſaved : /t's true ( quoth 
| he) hee would have all that 
| he hath elefted, tobe ſaved; be 
would net have damned repro- | ' 
| bates to be ſaved ; lam one of 
| that number ; 1 know it, fort 
' willingly , and againſt my know- || 
\ledg denied Chriſt ; and T feele 
\ that he hardens , and will not ſuf- 
fer me to hope. 

; Aﬀrer ſome ſilence, oneal- 
' ked him whether he Cid not 


believe 


ts ne 


— 
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| belicve that Dotrine to be 


true, for which he was accus | 
led before the Legate ? hean- 

ſwered ; / did believe it when 
deniedit, but now 1 ne ther bt» 

lieve that , muy the Dottrine of | 
the Roman Church , 1 believe n+ | 
thing, I have nofaith, m9 truſt, 
no hype ; lam a Reprobate like 
Cain, or ludas, who caſting 4» | 


| way all hape of mercy, felt imo | 


d-ſpaire ;, and my friends ds me | 
great wrong, that #ey ſuffer me 
not to 708 tothe place of unbelie- | 


' Ver 5,45 | juſtly deſerve. 


Here they began ſharp-| 
ly to rebuke him ; requiring, | 
and charging him that in any 
wiſe he did not violate the 
mercy of God ; to which he 
anſwered : The mercy of Gia | 
exceeding large , and exends 10) 
all the elef# , but not to me, or 
any like tome ,' who are ſcaledup. 
"OF F {1 
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| away fin, and calling" for a 
| book , they readunto him the 


| Pl comfurtabie to (uch as ard e- 


A jclatie of Foe fearful 


19 wrah : ! tell you I a: ſerve it Mt 
my own conſcience condenne* 
me ; what neederl any other Inde* 

Chriſt came (faid chey) rorake | 


paſhon of Chriſt ; and com- 
ming to his nayling ro the 
| Croſs, Spirataid : This indeed 


lefted, but #4 for mee wretch, 
they are nothing but grief and 
torment, beounſe I comtemned 
them. Thus roaring for grief, 
and roſiag himſelf up and 
down upon the bed as he lay, | 
he mtreated them to read no 
more : As' Cribauldus was 
comming toſce him, Yerger: us 
ſaid ro Spe, dear Sir, here 
is Door Gribas/dus, a godly 
and faithfull friend of yours, 
| come to fee you : He «s wel. 
| cone (ſaid he) but be ſhall find 


me 


my 
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me ill - Gribauldws re lyed, 
Sir , this is but an illuhton of | 
the divel, who doth what he 
[canto vexe you ; but turn you! 
to God with your whole 
| heart, and heis ready to w_ 
you mercy . the earth you 
x00Ww is full of his mercy ; it 1s 
he that hath ſaid , that as often | 
4s 4 (inner repent, of hu fin, he 
will remember his ſins no more. 

Conſider this in the example 
of Peter that was Chrifts fami- | 


liar, andan Apoſtle ; andyet 
denied him thrice with an 
oath, and yet God was mer- | 
 ciful unto him : conider the | 
thief that ſpent his whole | 
| lite in wickedneſs, avd for all | 
chat, did not God graciouly | 
| reſpect him in the laſt minuce | 
| ofhis life 2 Is the Lords hand | 
now ſhortned that it cannot | 


lave ? to this Spe ariwered; | 
[ f 


i. 
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C1» ; was becauſe Chriſt beheld h; "* 
w, thamercifull eye 1 and 11 that | 


| Cauſe he wept , but becauſe God 
| PAs FrAC1048 10 10 : but God re- 


| 


can epter into my / eart, there's 
place there but only for torments 
andvexings of ſþ:rit : Tell you 
= caſe u properly m'nc own 1 
(#0 man cver was tn the lhe 
|phghr , andiherefore my eſtate is 
fearful, 

Then roaring out in the bit- 
terneſs of his ſpirit, faid : 7's 
4 fearful thing to fall into the 


olence of his paſſhon and aRi- 
on ſutable, did amaze many of 
the beholders ; inſorauch as 
ſome of them ſaid with a 
whiſpering voyce that he was 

___ poſlefſed 


h_— —— 


Tak. 23. | If Peter grieved and repented,tn | 


| ſpect's not me, and therefor Tum| 
4 reprobate : Ifeele no comfort | | 


hanls F the living God : the vi- 


| 


? 


he wes pardoned, it was not be= | | 


| 


' 
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Poſleſſed z he overhearing it, 

laid : doe you doubt it ? I haves 

whole Legion of divels thu take 

"p thcir dwelling s within me, anda 

poſſeſſe me as their own ; and. 

juſtly co, for | have denied 

Chriſt, Whether did you that | 

willingly or not ? ( ſaid they.) | 

That's nothing to the purpoſe 

( ſaid Sp1r4 :) Chriſt ſaith, whg- | Mat. 10. 

ſoever denies me before men, him | 33: 

will I deny bifore my Father 

which is in Heaven : Chriſt will 

nat be denicd , no wot in word : 

and therefore it ts enough, Yhough 

in heart I never denied him, 

They obſerving his diftem- 

ertoariſe from the ſenſe and 

ine of the pa 'nes of hell, | 

asked him whether hethought| 

there were worlſe paines then 
what he endured "on the pre- 


ſent ; he ſaid, that he knew | 
there were far worſe paines ehew| 
thoſe 


j_34 
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thoſe that he then ſuffered : for | | 


: 


the wicked ſhall riſe to their 


judgment , but they ſhall not 
[Fand in judgment : this I trem- 
'ble ta think of : yet do 1 deſire 
' nothing more , thenthat I might 
| come to that place, where may be 
[are to feele the worſt, and 19 be 


freed from fear of worſe to 


Comme. 
I but you are to conſider 


| ſaid one) that thoſe opinions 
'for which you were accuſed 
before the Legate, were impi- 
' ous , and therefore youare not 
[to think you denied Chriſt, 
| but rather that you confeſſed 
him, acknowledging the infal» 
libletruth of the Catholike 
Church. Truely (ſaid he) when 
I did deny thoſe opinions , I did 
think them to betrue , and yet 1 
did deny them. 


Go to ( ſaid others ;) now 
then 


| 
| | 
| 


E-53 
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| 


| 


| 
' 
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then believe that they are true. 
Now I cannot ( ſaid he;) God 
will not [«ffer mee to believe 
them, nor truſt in his mercy : | 
What would you have me do ? 
I wou'd fainc attain to this power , 
but cannot , thoue h I jhowld pres | 
ſently be burnt for it, Bur why | 
do you (aid the other) e- | 
fteem this ſo grievous a fin, | 
when as the learned Legate | 
conſtrained you to it, which 
he ſurely would not have 
done , it your former opinions | 
had not been Erroneous : no," 
good Francs, the divel beſets 
thee, let not therefore the 
grievouſneſs of thy fin, (if | 
any ſuchbe ) amaze thee, Tau | 
ſay v1 hr,( re lyed he;) #he di- | 
vell hath poſſeſt me , and God! 
hath left me to his power , for 1 
finde, 1 can nether believe the: 
Goſpel , nor truſt in Gods mercy : 

I 


a 
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I have ſrancd againſt the Holy * 
Ghoſt , and God by his immutable | 
decree, hath bound me over 10 
perperual puniſhment , without | 

Rom.g. |4ny hope of pardon ; Its true thut | 
r1.and the greatneſs of ſin, or the mul- | 
—_ | titude of them, cannot binde Ged; | 
mercy : all thoſe many [ins that : 

in the former part of my life I! 
have committed , then 41d not {6} 
much trouble me , for I truſted | 

; that God would not Lay 1 them to my | 

| charge : - "but now having ſinned: 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, God hath 

taken away from me all power of 

| repentance | and now brings all 

Jaw.z, |my ſins to remembrance , and' 

'*. | ehws guilty of one , guilty of all. 
And thrrefore it's -n matter whe- | 
ther my ſins bee great or (mall, 
few or many ; & are ſuch y 
Chrifts blond, nor Gods mercy be..| 
2 longsto wt : Grdwill have mercy 
"© on whom he will have mercy , and 
whom 


: 
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| whom he will he hardneth , this ©. 


it that gnawes my heart, hee hath | 
hardned mee ;, and I find that he 


daily more and more doth harden 


mce, and therefore I am out of | 
hope , I ferl it, and therefore 
cannot but deſpaire : I tell you, 
there was never ſuch a monſter 4s | 
I am; never was any man alive a 
ſpeftacle of ſo exceeding miſery. 
I knew that juſtification 15 to bee | 
expet#ed ty Chriſt, and1 denyed | 
and abjured it * tothe end T might 

keep this frail bife from adver- 
ſure, and my children from $8 
vertie ; and now behold, how bit- 
tir this life is tomee ; and God 
only knows , what ſhall become of | 
this my family z but ſartly no 
good 1s likely ta bertde is , but ra- 

ther daily worſe and worſe , and! 
ſuch a ruine at the lemeth as that | 
one ſtone ſhall natbe left on a+ 
nother, 


Burt 
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, Bur why ſhould you ( faid 
| Gribauldus ) conceit ſo deep- 
[ly of your fin, ſeting you 
[cannot but know, that many 
have denyed Chriſt, yet never 
fell into deſpaire * Well { faid 
he ) 7 can ſee no ground of com: 
| fort for ſuch , neither can 1 war- 
rant them from Gods revengin 
| hand in wrath ; though it pleaſet 
God yet ns + pp to bee in 
peace : andbeſides, there will a 
time of danger come , and then 
they all be throughly tryed : and 
if tt werenot ſo, yet Grd is Juſt in 
making me an Example to 0: hers; 
and I cannot juſtly complain : 
there is no puniſhment ſo great, 
but 1 have deſervedit, for this ſo 
heinous offence : I aſſure youit is 
no [mall martcry 10 deny Chriſt, 
and yet it is more ordinary then 
commonly men do conceive of : 
it 1s nit 4 denyall made before a 
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| Magiſtrate as 't is with meee for | 
146 w 45.4 Chriſtian dutb diſ- | 
ſemble the known tr#1h; as often | 
| | 4s be approves of falſe worſhip, | 
) | by preſenting himſelf at it, ſo 
often as hee bath 1.0t things wor- | 
t'y of bus calling , or ſuch things | 
45 are nmnworthy of his calling, (0; 
often he denyes Chriſt : thus did | 
I, and therefore amjuſtly puniſhed 
for it. | 
Your eſtate ( quoth Gribaul- 
[4s )\is not ſo ftrange,as you 
\maike it , 1» was fo farr 
gone, that he complained God! 
'had ſet him as a mark a-| 
gainft him : and David that | 
was a man after Gods own 
heart, complained often that 
| God had forſaken him,and was 
|become his enemy ; yet both 
received comfort again: com- | 
fort your (elf cheretore , God 
will come at length , though | 
he 
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he now ſeem tar off, 

0 Brother ( anſwered Spirs) 
| believe all ths +; the divels be- 
lieve end tremble ; but David 
was ever eletted and dearly bt- 
loved of G14 ;, and thougb he 
fell, yet God took not ut erly 4- 
| way hu holy Spirit , and therefore 

| was hetrd when he prayed, Lord 
\take nor thy holy Spirit trom 
' mee : but I amin another caſe, 

bemng ever accurſed from the pre- 
| ſence of God : neither can I pray 

&s be did, becauſe his holy Spi- 
' rit 15 quite gone, and cannot be re- 


| called . axd therefore I know I 


ſhall live in cortinual hardneſs 
\ ſo long u5 I live : 0 that I might 
feel but the leſt ſenſe of the love 
' of God to me , though but for one 
[mail moment , as I now feel hu 
heavie wrath that burns like the 
tor ments of hell within me: , and 


, af flies my Conſcience with pangs 


unutterable | 
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unutterable 
is hell it ſelf. 
Here Gribaulans ſaid, I do 


verily believe, Spirs, that God 


| | having ſo ſeverely chaſtifed | 


' 
| 


| 


youin this lite, correcteth you | 
in mercy here , that he may 
ſpare you hereafrer,and that he 
harh mercy ſcaled up tor you | 
in time to come. 


tnow that I am a Reprobart, be- \ 
cauſe he affliffeth me wth hard- | 
neſs of leust : O tht my body | 
bad ſuffe e1atl my. life de , fo 
that / e would le pleaſed toveeiſe 
wy ſoul, and e-ſe my Conſcience, 
this bwt'e e1 Conſcience. 
Gribauldus being defirous to 


nual meditation of his fin; 
as alſo to ſound how for the | 


omiſh Church ; 
what 


eale his mind from the conti- | 


; verily def per-tion | 


Ny ( ſaid Sprira ) hence doT | 


| 


| 


reſent he ood affeRedrothe 
asked him 


OI—_ 


| 
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; what he thought became .< 


the foules of men foſoone as 
they departed our of the body; | 
tro which he aofwered. | 
Ali:hongh this be not ſo fully | 
revealed in Scripture x; yet 1 ve« | 
| raly believe that the ſoules of the | 
| Eleck qo preſently to the King» 
| dome of glory; and not that they | 
ſleep with the body, 4s ſome do | 
Image. | 
Very well, faidoneofthe | | 
{peators , why dothe Scrip» | | | 
tures thenſayytharGod brings | | | 
downto hell , and raifeth ups 
(ecing-it cannot be meent of 
the:cſtace of the foul afrer | 
death, whicbas thauſayett ,ei« | 
thergoeth to heaven without | 
change, ortohell withone re-| | 
dempaon : it muſt be under- | 
ſtood of theeſtace of the foul | |' 
i this life ; like that wherein] | 
_ art at this preſent : and | | 


often- | | 
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oftentimes we ſee that God 
ſuffers men to tall into the | 
| jawes of deſp.ir, and yet rai- 
| ſech chem up again apd there- 
| for deſpair not, but hope , it 
| ſhall be evenchus with thee in 
| lis good time. _ | 
This 15 the wor k ( quoth Spi- 
178) thi: the lat on s for T tell you, 
when I .t Venice 44 firſt abjure 
my profe(5109, and ſo, as 11 were, 
drew an Indent we, the ſpirit, af 
| Gad often admantſht mee ; and 
when at Cittadella, I d:d, as is | 
were, ſet tomy ſeale ; the Spirss | 
of Gol often ſuggeſtediome, do | 
| Hop w7 144 Spira . as not ſeal PAL 
[ reſiſted tve Holy Ghoſt, and did | 
buth ; and ot th-t very preſertT | 
4id evidently feele @ wound ins | 
fied in mywery will , ſo al-| 


Gol h;th denied mee th: power of | 
will, 


_— — — —— — 


rheugh I can ſay,l would believe , | 
je can I uit ſay, I will believe | 


_ — — 
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will , and it befalls mee in this | 
| my miſerable eſtate , as with one 
that 15 faſt in irons, and hi | | 
| friends comming to ſee him, ds | | 
| pitie his eft-te , and do perſwaat | 
him to ſhake off his fetters , and 
| #0 come out of his bonds , which | 
| God knows he would fain do, 
but cannot : thus is my wery caſe; | 
50 : per ſwade me to believe : how | 
fain would I do it, but cannot ?. 
O now 1 cannot. Th-n violent- | | 
ly graſping his hands roge- 
- Sa Sw himſelf = 
Behold ( ſaid he) 1 am ſtrong, 
| yet by lutle and Little 1 decay and | 
conſume, and my ſervants would 
fain preſerve this weary life ; | 
b it at length the will of Grd muſt | | 
bedone , and 1 ſhall periſh miſe- 
rably as 1 deſerve : rejoyce ye! 
righteous in the Lord ; bleſſed| 
are you whoſe hearts the Lord! 
hath mullified, 

Thep | 


_  -  — 
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Then after fome ; I 
wonderful, 1 earneſtly deſore to 
prey #1 God with my heart, yet i 
cannot 1 1 ſee my demuation, ava 

[ know my remedic i on in 


Chriſt, yet I cannot ſet my ſelf t»/ 
hold an it ;;' ſuch _—_ per] 


ifhments of the —_—_ 


ance doth then as —__ - ohe) 
annot mend thiir waies.” | 
/ As hee was thus ſpeaking, h« 
ſerved divers flies that cainc 
bout him , and ſome lighted 
on him - Bebuld, (laid he ) »ow| * $igni- 
ilſy * Belztbub. comes to bis ban- | _ 
Juer ; you you /ball ſhortly ſet my end, [fs 
md in mee an example to may 
of the Tuftice , and Indement " 
70d. 

Abovr this time came in| 
[wo Biſhops , with diveri| 

j + Schollers 


| 


© — —— 
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Schollers of tht Vniverſity, 
one of chpoSete —_ Ver+ 
errus \, having obicryed Spura 
ecncios aby ether ; bg 
contigqually ' converſant” with 
him ; told himwbis eftare wid 
ſuch, as rathet clobdin needo)} 
praycr theeadvive; aud the te» 
fore defgreth-link repray with 
bim inche Lords Prayer ; $p1- 
r4 conferited, and ht began. 
Oar F ather which a>} in 6:4: 
ven, thenbreakink forch my 
to reards;int topped; but they 
ſaid, iris well, - yout- arict is a 


good +] bewaile (faid he) 
my f9's Ho I percerve Tam 
forſ. Gon, and. cammot cut. 


to himfrom\my\\blaet ,. a 1 was 
wort t6 ay 5- yet lec us go ob, 
ſaid V crgeriis; | 
Thy kingdeme com? : )O Lori 
( ſaid Spout tr ing me atſh in: 
thus kingdome , I beſcech thee 
ſhut 


TU 


| 


þ — 
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' 


' (bug mee not owt, Then com- 
ming to thoſe words, Give ws 
this day wy Haily bread , head- 
ded ; ©'Lord ll haveendus h ad 
abundance to feed this tarkerſe of 
mine ; but there is another bread, 
[ humbly e the briad of thy 
grace ' ;' without which, know 1 
am but a dead may, 
| - Lead w5 not into remwpration ; ) 
ſeeing Lord that I ans br oweht ins- 
(Rempration, help we Lord that: 
robs 6 ; the ewemie hath 6- 
vertomne, help me, 165ſeech thee, 
to overcome this orucl Tyr ant. 
Theſe rhi6&s he ſpake wich 
a mournſul voyee,” the teares' 
trickling' down - ubuhdantly!, 
ad exprefling ſach -affection 
and , a5 turned rhe bow« 
cls of thoſe there preſent, with 
griet and compundtion-; they 
then turning to Spire ,\ ſaid; 
You know . none can call 


C2... cone 


OO ——_ 
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| Plal.x0g. 
{| 7. 


— > — 


| the dignitie of an Apoſte, and 


; Chriſt Ieſss the Lord, but by the 
Holy Ghoſt: you muſt there- 
fore think of your (elf, accor- 
divg to that ſoft 'affeion, 
which you expreſs in your 
prayers, inferring thereby that 
God hath not wholly. caſt you 
off, or bereaved you. of his 
Spirit utterly. . 

I perceive (ſaid Spira) that 1 
call on him to my ternal dampna- 
tion : for Tiellyou again, 11964 
xtw and unheardof example that | 
you find in\mee : If Judas (ſaid) | 
they) had but outlived his 
dayes ,, which by nature thee 
might baye done -;, he might | | 
have repented.,, | and Chriſt 


would have received him to 


| mercy ; and "ap be ſinned 
Y A 


moſt grievou gainſt his| | 
Maſter, which did ſo efteenr] | 
| of him, asto honour him with 


Fox dig 


—— 


”— WW. 


CQO FA 7 


1 


| 


| —_"; and will caſt a thou- 
| Ifa 


(He anſwered , Chriſt did aſs 


eſtate of Francis Spir 


\did maintain and feed _— 


| feed and honow mee , neither yet 
u my fault one jot leſs then 
that of his ; becauſe it is not more 
honour to be perſonally preſent 
with Chriſt inthe fleſb, then tobe 


in bis preſence now, by illumina't- 
on of his holy Spirit : and beſides, 
I deny that ever ludas could have 
repented, bow lang ſoever he ha1 


lived » for grace was quite taken 
from him, as it « now from 


me. 
O Spirs (ſaid they) you 


know you are ina Spiri 


deſertion, you muſt therefore 
not believe what Satan ſug- 

efts , be was ever aLiar from 
the beginning, and a meer Im- 


nd lying fancies into your 

mind , nb ea you withall , 

you muſt rather believe thoſe | 
C3 whom 


To 


A relation of the ſearfu 8: | 


whom you ju 

oadeftate, and more able ro | 
| nn gh you then your ſelf, 
| believe us, 2nd we tell you chat | 
hy will be merciful unto | 


des & the knot (Cud Spire; y 
I would { could believe ; butT 
Cammor.. | 
Then he ncorcchkon up+ 
what _ = 7 
fhons he was continually t 
bled withall ; that he he 


divels come flocking i into his 


Chamber, abdabour his bed, 
= bb. with ftrange! 
noyſes £ were g©oc 


fancies, but that he faw them 


and char belides theſe ourward 
terrours, he felt continaally, a 

racking torture of his minde, 
| and a continuall burtchery of 
| | his AC: being the ve- 
ry 


ow 1 I EE 


as really, as the ftanders by ] 


| 


>-to be is | 


- —— —— — — — —  —_ _ 


| a6 drowned in deſpuire, are dead 


| panijhmn ? the gnqwing worm, 


_ eſtare of \Francis Spira $2 


rie properpaygs ot the m— 
ned wights 1A hell. 

Caſt way theletancies ( laid 
Gribauldes; ) theſe ave but illp- | 
lions x bamble your ſelf jathe|| | 
preſence of God, and praiſe 
ham. | 
The dead proiſe nyt the Lord. 


( anbwered he ) nor they that | Plal.s.s. 


dams iis the pit i:we that 


(4nd already gone dons 'wa the 
; what heli canthere be wor (es 
[oo deſperiv ep 1,07 what gre-tcr 


anquencs. þ's. fire, horror, conf 
fon, aud (which ts wo {4 then all) 
| 6 Purgtien is ſelf mend 


# tres me 1 and now | com my 
pueſe t flue warſe, they if my. 
| ſoul ( [aparates from my bad)) | 
were with Jadas and the reſt of 

the damned; and therefare, l now | 
_=_ rather to bac there , then | 
&.& thus | 


| 
| 
© bs 


TT m—————_— 


— 


tha tr livemmitht boiie. 
One being preſent, repeated 


certain words out of 


in my I ents ; I will vi- 
fire their tranſgreſhons with 
rods, and their infquities 
with ſtripes ; nevertheleſs my 
loving kindneſs 1 will noe ut- 
terly take from them, nor ſuf- 
fer my faithfulneſs to fail: 
mark this, O Spire, my Co- 
venant I will not break. 

Theſe promiſes ( ſaid Spirs) 


tempred, may fall ins ſinne ; bus 
ae 474'n lified wp and recove- 
re1 out : as the Projhet faith, 
thowh be fall, bh» ſha not tewt- 
terly caſt down , for the Lord up- 
hol1:th him : thrrefore Peter 
carld riſe , for he mas Elected; 
but th: reprotate when they fal, 


ſATnai 


— 
- — 


A relation of the fearful | 


the. 
Pſalmes : If thy Children for- | 
ſike my Law," and walk not | 


belong 01ly toth? Elect, which i fl 


| eftate of Francis Spira. 


| Cannes riſe again, « appeares in 


| Cain, Saul, «nd Iudas : God, 


| deales ane way with the Eleht , 
' and another way w.th Reprot ues. 


The next day he po 
ine 


' ' with them in the 


tongue , and that with excel- 
levt affeRion ,. as outwardly 
\appeared; blefſed be God (ſaid 
Yergevins ;, ) theſe are no fignes 


| 


muſt not, O Spire, ſeek out the 
ſecret counſels of Gods ele- 
Aion and reprobation; for no 
man can know, ſo long as hee 
lives, whether by bis good or 
bad deeds, he be worthy of 
Gods love-oranger : doyou 
nor know that the Prophet 
| David complained , that God 

| had caſt off his Soul), 
I know s! this ( quoth Spirs)1 | 


of eternal reprobation : 7 


Eccleſ.g. 


}. 
Pſal. $8. 
14. 


kncw the mercies of God are in fi- 


|. 12,and do ſurpaſs the fins of the 
Cy. 


E hole 


— 


_ 


_— 


T3 


| 
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\ncd, I cannot believe : many 


whole world, and that vhey are 
| wal to all that biljeve, but 
s faith, andihis hope, 1s the 
| g5ft of God :-0 that he would 
give #t mee ; ut it is as impoſſible 
as todrinkuptheſea at 4dr aught: 
As for that of Salomon , if he 
had ever wyedihat which 1 feel 


{never heve ſpoken as he did ; but 
min ſuch an evident experience 


him, as 1 have : you that areins 
v1 eftate, think repentance and 
aith to be works s great facili. 
tie : and therefore you thinkit 
an tafit matter io porſaate may 
to believe ; the whole need mot 
rhe Phyſician ; and he that « 
well, can ſoon give counſel to 
ſuch as are iſt ,, but this is the 
| hell ro mee, my heart is hard- 


—_—_——— 


art 


the truth is, never had mortal. 


of Gods a and hatred arainſ}| 


| 


by wofwll experience , he would 
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| arecolled, paring are cho y_ ; 
| .» Upon what ground ( faid 
they do you Rong ill 
| | ap opinion of yaur (elf ? 
|) || 4 avce dip knew God\te be my 
| | Father, notonly by creation , but 
by regeneration; 1 knew him by hs 
| | \beloved Sonne, tht aut hay and fi- 
| | |n4her of aww Splpatian., 1 copld 
| pray ta him, 4x4. hope for parden 
/ | Wy ſinnes from him +1 pay jak rafle | | 
|) |of bis freeucſs \peact.ond cr: 
| | |aow comratily, 1 know G 
|| 44 Fath, bus 6s. n ememie; ” 
{ what more my heart hates. God, 
|| and ſeeks 10 get aboue him : 
, | have nothing elſe 19 fly to but ty 
. rgr 4vd deſpair. 
;| \ | - Belikeyou think hen. (ſaid 
| | they) thatchoſe,who have the 
o| | |carneſt and firſt fruits of Gods, 
e| | | Spirit , may nctrchtntng 
|| \fallaway. \ 
The judgments of Gad are. 4, 
deep 


—— 


el | 


—_— 
—— 
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deep abiſt ( ſaid he) we are ſoon 


w_o 


drowned if we enter into them he 

that thinks he flandeth, let bim- 
take heed left be fall : as for my 
ſelf, I know I am fallen bact; 
aud tht 1 once did know the 
truth , thiwgh'it may be not ſo 
| throughly : I kno» not what elſe 
to ſiy, but thit T am one of that 
number , which God hath threat- 
rel to tear impices, 

Say not ſo ( anſwered they; ) 
for God may come, though at 
the laft hour , keep hold thete- 
fore, at the leaft by hope. 

This ( quoth he ) « my caſe, 
I tellyraT canmet, God hath dt- 
prived mee of hope ; this brings 
terrer to m; minde; and pines ths 
body which now is ſo week, ail 


, 


| cannot perform the ſeveral off 1- 
ces thereof - for as the Ele 
heave the Spirit teflifying that 
|the3 are "the 'ſunnes of Ged 

Jo! 


—Y 


— 


full to you, 


| eftateef Francis Spira. = 


fo the Reprobates, twen while #hey 
live, do often feel « worme in | 
their conſcience, whereby they are 
condemned already ; and therefore 
45 ſoon as] percerved this wound 
inflited on my mind and will, 1 [ 
knew that I wanted the gifts of | 
ſaving grace, andthat was -| 
terly undowe ; Gd chafteneth bis |: Cor. u. | 
children with temporarte affhits- | 33. 

ons , that they may com? as gold | 

| 0w7 of the fire ; but puniſheth the , 
wicked with blindneſs-.in their 13. © 
waderſtandings , 41d hardneſs of | 

heart ;, and woe bets [nch , from Tohn. 18. | 
whom God tates bis hoby Sprrit. | 4%» | 
| Here one rebuked him, and 

| told him , hee gave too much 
credize to ſenile, that he was | 
not to believe  himfelt ,- bur 

rather him thatwas 4na good | 
ſtate, and Ireftifie ro you Aoaid 
he) thac God will be merci- 


Xn! 


FOI Inn 


—— m ” 


i 


 dins firevgly grannded in the 
| ww. before he can'be able to af- 
| firm ſuch 4 matter 4s you now 
do : It is. mot tht performance af | | 
| #/tw outward duties, but diigh- 
| 29 conſlans laber., with all inten» 
tionwof brart and off edtion ; with 
full defire and endeavour, conti- 
aually ao [cs . forth Gods glory : 
there wwſt. tbe neither fear af Le- 
pates, Inguifitors, Priſons, wer a 
ny deuth whatſoever , many think 
themſelves happy that are not : it 
© ndi every onenthat ſaith, Lord, 
Lord, that ſhall go vo heavzen. 

They! | 


_ 


— — ene ne nee —— - 
- — — 
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They came another day,and | 
found him with his eyesſhar, 
2s if he had been drovuzie, and 
very loath to diſcourſe; at 
which time there came in alfo 
a grave man from Cittadells , 
whodemanded of Spirs, if he 
knew him , ornot ; heelifti 
up his eye-lids, and not ſud- 
denly remembring him, the 
man ſaidto him ; T am Presby- 
ter Amtonte Fonts wis : I was 
with you at Yex#ce, ſome o_ 
weeks fince : G cur ſel day( ſaid 
Spira) © emrſed day : © that | 
had never gore thither , would 
God I had then died. 

Afterwards came in aPrieft 
called, Bernardinas $Sardontss, 
bringing with him a book of 
Exorciſmes, to conjure this 
divell ; whom when Spire ſaw, 
ſhaking his head he faid: | | 


I am verily perſwaded indeed, 
that 


—_ 
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twat God hath left me to tbh power 
of the divels ; but ſuch they ave, 
5 are not tobe found im your Le- 
tany ; neither will they be caſt ont 
by ſpells : The Prieft procee- 
—_ his intended 69mm ; 
with a ſtrange uncouth geſture 


and aloud voyce, adjured the 


| fpirir to come into Spirs's 
| tongue, and to anſwer : Spirs 


| deriding his. fruicleſs labour, 
| with a ſigh, turned from him : 


| A Biſhop being there preſent, 


'(aidto Spire ; brother, God 
\hath put vertue into the word 
land Sacrainents; and we have 
'uſed rhe one meanes, and find 
[notthateffe which wedefire, 
ſhall we try the ethcacie of the 
S1craments? furely it you take 
ic,as atrue Chriſtian ought to 
[receive the body and bloud of 
; Chriſt, it will prove a ſove- 
raign medicine for your: fick 
ſou]. Thu 


| 


A ————  _—_—__—  — 


| 


: 
: 
| 
| 


| 1108. 


ly reſiſt grace, and put himſelf 


and hope, which once he had 
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This I cannes do ( anſwered 
he,) for they that have no 
right tothe promiſes, have no 
right tothe ſcales : the Ew 'ha- 


riſt was appointed onely for b:lie- |  Cor.1. 


vers : if we. bave not faith, we | 
| tate and drink j udement t1 our | 

elves;1 received it about 4 moneth 
finer, but I did wat well in (0 doing 
for 1 took #1 by conflraint, and ſo 
þ took it 19 my deeper condemna- 


Here Nargeneyoe ; w—_ 
portune” him- earneſtly ro be- 
ware ; that he 'did not wilful- 


out of Heayen ; charging him 
vehemently, by all the love 
that was berween them ; by 
the love which he bare to bis 
children, yea, to his own ſoul, 
that he would ſet himſelf, ſe- 
riouſly to retarn tothart faith | 


in 


— Rcqwr_—_ — _ _ — 
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 w-the dexcbof.Chrift ; with 
| many ſuch like words : Spira! 
| baving heard much of the like: 
| marter formerly ; and being 
| Operihas moved , {aid, 70 
| dabut repeate, Vergerius : what 
| ſhould I hope ? why ſhould 1 
| believe ? Gad hath tiken faith 
from we + /brw me then mhag hes 1 
| bebe ; hep me 6 Haven wheres 
| £4 {ſhall retire © you tel. me of 
Gods mercy , when as God hah, 
caſt mr off + you rel me of Chriſts 
tier eeign, 1 heve dinied him + 
114 Gam mand mp tobrliewe, {| (af 
Tranmes 4 yaw 714g 187 80 (0064 
ford : 107 carmmand 4. 44 19800([(n 
ble for me tovby, 440k 1p 14 
'Afor all Law ; if you ſhould pare 
[wade gne '8 loue God , wath all 


bu heart, ſoul and trengih; and 


he perfarm your deſore > doth nat | 
pr Church reach ws 0 ſing ; be 


— 
ik. . - — 


God gives him nat the power , £48. 


red | 


mw RF = CY Oy Og Ty rr, -wg= 


} 


dad 
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relfus,0 Lord, to love thy Com- 

| | mandements > hypocrites ſay that 

| |rheq love Go1 with all their heart, 

but they bye : for my part, 1 will | 
| | not lye, but tell you plainly , ſach | 
# my caſe, that though you ſhould 
never ſo mach importune mee to 
bope or believe, thmagh I defreit, 
| [yt / cannot : for Gad ( as apuntſh-' 
| | eng of my Cn hith ta- 
ten aw:y from me all bis ſaving 
graces ; fatth, hope, andall : 1 am 
wet the man therefore $54; you rake 
we for ; belike you think I 4e. 
be®tin ths effate « if 4 could) 
conceive but the lea? pot ff f 
bepe of 4 b-1zer eff F hes '4/ ey. | 
[wvnid nr y fule ts erdeve the 

woſt heat win't oF the wth | 
of that gre-t God, yea, for wry 
thouſand yeares , ſo that I migh: | 
& length attain 10 the end of \ 
tht miſery, which Inow know | 
will be exernal : but | tell you, my | 


Ge 


— —— OOO NG 
: 


my FORE | 
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Heb, 6, 


wg is wounded : who longs more 
ro beleeve, then I doe > buz all the 
|ground-wark of my hope is quite 
1 one > for if the teſtimonies of he- 
ily Scripture be true , (4s they are 
\moſt certainly true) i nos this 46 
true : whoſoevey denies me before 


men, him (ſaith Chriſt) wlll] | 


denic before my Father which s 
in beaven ? is not this properly my 
caſe, as if it had purpoſely been 
untended againſt this very perſon 
of mine ? and! pray you, what 
ſhall become of ſuch as Chriſt de- 
weth ſocing there « no ther 
N ame wnder heaven, whereby you 
look to be ſaved *! what ſaith 
Saint Paul to the Hebrews ? it 
is impoſsible for thoſe who were 
once e ; An__ and have tafte 
of the heavenly gift , and were 
made partaters of the Holy Ghoſt, 
if t hey fall away, to be renewed to 
rep entance : what cam be more 
plain 


DE — — 


Jn 


on 5 _ WW  .  =_NCT5 


” wo oo 9 


— 5 5 9” I 5 Y > WS 1 hh 


—__— 


| 


— on nn too mon mn 


; eſtate of Francis Spara. 


—— 


65 


plain arainſt me ? Is not that 
Scriptare alſo; if we finne wil- 
fullly afrey 'we bave'vecertied rhe 
knowlede of the truth, there re- 
we/neth no more ſacrifice for ſin ; 
but 4 certain looking for of jude- 
went : the Scriptuye- ſpeaks of 
me, Seine Paul methes we; Saint 
Perer te# me, it had been betier 
1 bad wot known the way of right 
teowſneſs, then after I have 
knows , totwn from the boly 
Commande ment it bas been 
better I had wot known, and yet 
thes my condemnation had b:e 
moſt certain : do you not ſee te 
vidently, that | have w ifally 
denye{ the knows trath ' ; may 
j»ſtly expet# not onely damnation, 
but wiſe, if wrſe may be ima- 
fined? God will have mee woder- 
goe the jſt pun [hment of my ſin, 


and make me an example of bus 


wah for your ſakes, 


The 


| 


and 10, | 


2 6. 


s Per. 2- 


LLi- 


— — 
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The company preſcat, ad-+ 
| mired his diſcourſe , fo grie- 
' rouſly accuſing himſelf of his 
|fore-paſt hfe ; ſo gravely-and 

wiſely dilating,conceruing the 
| judgmenes of God, that they 


| then were convinced , that it 


was not frenzic or | madneſs, 
that had poſſcfied him:and be- 
ingas it were;iD admiration of 
' his eftate, Spire proceeded a- 


40 in this manner. © Take|! 
« heed to your (elves, it 4s no | 


« light or eafie matterto bee a 
«« Chriſtian , it is not Baptiſme, 
« or reading of the Scriptures, 
+ or boatting/of faith in Chriſt 
< (choughevea theſe arc good) 

G j 


<< that can Ve one ta n 


' « abſoluteChriſtiav: you know || 


«what 1 ſaid beforc, there 


|< muſt bea conformity in life, 
<a Chriſtian muſt be ſtrong, 


* unconquerable, uot carrying| | 
| cc an 


OT Io” OO nmno—_r TT 


=, * 


4 


—__ 4ll oppoſicion, t6 tht 
| | «6 | btearh': he muft give ull 
| | * diligence , by righteouſneſs, 
| |<. ahd Holineſs; th make his 


in | | | 
\|||{Ocunny'y 23 of chey» were the 


; | 


a — — —_—-——— a 
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« an obſcure proteliion, but re- 
« flore ; cxpoernngelt Inage 
*of Chrift,ard ingotitx« 


| | Soaltitigand cle@Gtion ſue: my1s | 
| | <wyrhereethatfoatchar he | 
promiſes in the Goſpel, asif | 
© ehiey aftdoubredly did be- 
| | bn lvng ro them ; and yer chey 
 * remaineflugghſh, - and cate« 
| *Tefs, and being flactereti by 
|. the thipgs of this: preſent 
|. world |, 'they paſs in their 
1 4 courſe M4 quiertels:abd 'fr- | 


*f-onely wil 034 men. ; whews| 


* neverthcieſs-the Lord -4n his | 
'* providence hath ordained | 
'*to etiraal wrath yz as you! 
** may ſee in Saint Lutes Rich | 


% | / Luk.16. 
|* man ; thus it was with me, | 


© there 
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——— — EEE oa art iS i re rn nm ere ne ee 


—— — —— — 


*© therefore take heed: -:-. + 
Then cameone of his Ne. 


wes, and offered him ſome 


enance , which he diſdain- |! 


fully refufiong, ſo moved the 
young mans choler, that he 
charged him with h rifie 
and diſimulation , ortrenzie; 
to whom Spire gravely anſwe- 
ring, ſaid: 

Tou may interpret the matter 
4s you will ; but Tamſune, Iam 
not onely the 4iter, but the args. 
ment,and matter of cbe Tragedy 
I wwuld it wire frenzie, either 
famedor true; jor if t\were fai. 
ned, Icould put it off at pleaſure, 
if it werearal frenzit,; yet there 
were ſome hope left of Gads mey. 


cie, w'ereas now there us none: 


for 1 knw that God hath pre- || 


nounced me an enemie, and guilty | 
of hieh Treaſon agatr ft his Ma. | 


jeftie ;, Tam a caſt-away.a waſſailt; 
| 


of 
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of wrath : yet dare you call it diſ- 
ſembling and frenzy ;, and can 
mock at the formidable example 
of the heavy wrath of God, that 
ſhould texch you fear and terror : 
But it is natural 18 the fleſh, either 
out of malice or ignorance,te ſpeak 
perverſly of the Works of God: 
The natural man diſcerneth not of 
the thing « that are of God, becauſe 
they ave (pritwally diſcerned. 
How. can this be (ſaid Gri- 
baul/xs) that you canthus ex- 
cellently diſcourſe of the judg- 
ments of. God, and of the 
graces of his holy Spirit, that 
you finde the want of them, 
andearneſtly defirethem ; aud 
yet you think you are utterly 
deprived of them. | 
T ake this for certain (ſaid he) | 


— 


! 


| 1 want the main grace of all, 434d | 


that which i abſolutely nece([ary ; | 


and God doth many times (x on | 
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| moſh true axil' ſtrange teſhimones 
of his M«jeſties juſtice and mercy ; 
| yea, out of the mouthes of very re- 
-| Mact 27. | probates y forever Jadav, after 
+ he had betrayed his Maſter, was 
conſtrained to confeſs his ſin, and 
to juſt ifie the innocency of Chriſt , 
and therefore if 1 do the like, 
is no new or ſirange matter : God | 
b:th taken faith from me and left. 
me ther common gifis, for my| 
deeper condemnation : By how 
much the more'T remember what 1 
had, and hear others difcourſe of 
' what they have, by ſo much the 
more & wy torment, in that { 
know what 1 want, and bow there 

is no way to b: relieved,  * 
Thus -ſpake he, -the tears all 
the while trickling down ;| 
profeſiing that his pangs were 
ſuch , as that/the damned 
| ights in hell. endure nor the 
 lkemiſery 4 chat his cſtate was 
| worle 
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{let his life ſhould be drawn 


| |count of the gifts of Gods Spirit 
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| worſe then that of Cain nr av" 
44, and therefore he defhred 
codie; I ef bebold ( (faith be) the | Revel. 9-4 
Scriptures are accompliſhed in me , | ©: 
thry ſhall deſpre to dit, and death 
ſhall flie fromthem : And verily, 
he ſeemed exceedingly to fear, 


out to a longer thred'; and | 
finding no cafe or reſt,ever and | 
anon, cryed outs, 0 miſerable | 
wreteb, © miſerable wretch , | 
then turning to the Com:._ 
pany, he beſought them in this 
maner. 

0 Brethrew , take 4 diligem 


heed to your life ; make more ac- 


then | have cant 1, learn 1s beware 
jouy wvifery ; #51nk not you are af 
fared Chriſtians , becanſe you un- 
derſtand ſomething of the Giſpet,; | 
take hred you grow not ſecnre on | 
that ground, be conflant and im- | 
D 2 moyeable _ 


ce et oe ey om 


= 
— — Cc 


Aviliy on of the fearful 


6+ 


mote ble in the maintenance of 
your profeſiion : Confeſs even un. 
fil denth, if you be called thera , 
He that loveth father nather re- 


9. |thers, ſiſters, ſons, daughters, 


hinred, houſes, lands, more then 
Chriſt, is not worthy of him. 
Theſe words (ſaid they) do 
not ſound like the words of a 
wicked Reprobate. 
I de but herein imitate ( ſaid 
Spira) the rich G'utton in the 


Goſpel,whbo though in hell, yet was | 
careful, that hu brethren ſhould 
wot-come io that place of torment ; 
and I ſay toyou Brethren take heed 
{4 this miſerable eftate wherein 1 
am. 

Then turning himſelf to _ 
tain young men that were pre- 
ſent, he cefired them ro con- 


ccive himaright. / ds not ſpeak 
thy to derszate from the certarmty 


of ſaving faith, and the promiſes 
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— 


: 
of 'r, 


_—_— — 
"On 


| ' 
l 


| feel 198 late that good things be- 


 eftuteof Francis Spira. 


of of the Goſpel, for they are moſt ſure, 
| bus take heed of retying on rhat | 
fauth that works not 4 holy and nn- 
 blameable life, worthy of abehie- | 
| wer ; credie awe, it will fail, [heave | 
| tryed i - I preſumed [ had gotten 
the right faith , I preached it to 
ky [ had all are of Scriptare | 
in me that might ſupport it 
1 rhaogds my ſelf ſure, _ 
mean time living 1mpion fly and 
cartleſly , behold, new the Judge | 
ments of God have overtaken me , 
not to coryectron, but to condenmna. | 
tion : And now you would have me | 
ta believe, but it will notbe , for Tt 


lang only te ſuch as ave AS bet boſe 
ſons are covered with ch death 


and blood, as with # vail, and 
guarded wich his righteous merits 
from the floudof Gods wrath. even| 
4"with a mighty wall left miſt- 
rable mortals ſhould be {mwallowed 
| $ . ” 
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up with greatneſ; of their fins : 


| 
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But as for me, 1 have, «s it were, 
wilfully with mine hands pulled 
down this Rempire; behinde which 
I might have refled in ſafety, and, 
now are the ſwelling waters rome 
even 10 my ſoul, and I am caſt a- 
w4 


One of his familiar friends 
chanced to ſay, That certainly 
he was overcome with melan- 
cholly ; which being over- 
owes Spireanſwered, | 
Will, be it ſo, ſeting you will 
needs have it ſo, forth alſo s 
Gods wrath manifefled againſt 
me, inthat he hath taken from me 
the uſe of mine Underſtanding and 
Reaſon, (> as 1 can neither rightly 
eftrems and judg of wy diſtemper, 
wor hope of remedy : Tow ſee Bre- 
thren, what 4 dangerow thing it 
is, to ſtop ox ſtay inthings that con-': 


| 


cern Gods glory ; «ſpecially to diſ- 
EVE [emble 
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ſemble upon any tcarms + What a fearful 
thing i 11,to be neer and almoſt a Chriflian? 
never was the like example to this of nune;y 
and therefore, if yoube wiſe, yiw will ſeri. | 
ou/ly conſider thereof. O that Gia would let | 
looſe his hand from me , that it were with 
we now, 4s in times paſt, 1 would ſcorn the 
threats of the moſt cruel ſyramts, bear tore 
ments with invincible reſolution, and glory 
in the outward profeſsion of Chriſt, till 1 
wear choake1in the flame, and my body con- 
ſumed to aſhcs. | 

You ſay, youare — O Fpirg 
(aid rhey,) why then do younot ſtrive 
with ſome weapon or other, violently 
to make an end of your life, as defpe- 
rate men uſe to do > Let me beve a | 
ſword ( ſaid Spira, ) why what would 


you do with it (quoth they 2) 1 cannot 


tell you ( ſaid. he ) what thu minde would 
move me 18, wpoen occafion,, nor what 1 
#0uld do, 

They perceiving {mall effeRt of all 
this their labor, —_— that ke grew 


4 worſe: 


_—— 
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worſe: For theavoiding of concourſe 
of people ; tor every day ſeldom fewer 
then ewenty continued with him, and 
to top the courſe of fame , which was 
continually blown abroad of him; 
they conſult to carry him back again 
into his own Countrey; and thaſe his 
friends that came ro comfort him, be- 
gan to take their leavesof him : Ferge. 
ris amongſt the reſt, required that at 
theirpartipg they might pray together 
with him : - ana bardly conſented, and 
as unwillingly performed : For he faid, 
My bears u eſtranged from God, 1 canmor 
call him Father from my heart ,, all good 
motions are now quite gone, my heart us full 
of maledilt;on , haired, and bluſphemy 
againſt G1d: I finde 1 grow more and moe 
haaned in heart, and cannot flhrop nor help 
my ſelf : Tour Prayers for me ſhall tarn 
ts your own benefit, they can do me us 
good. | 

| Ferger:we Came to take his leave of 
him, whom Sp7« embracing, ſaid, 4/- 
though 


l 


| 


1 


|, 
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though I know that nothing can bring any 
benefit to me a Reprobate; but that every 
thing ſhall tend 0 my deeper condemnation : 
Jes | give you moſt hrarty thanks, for your 
tinde office of Iwot and good will , and the 
Lord return it unto you, with a plemiful in. 
creaſe of all good. 

The next day being brought downto 
his intended journey, by the way look- 
ing round about him with a gray 
look, he ſaw a knife lying on a Table, 
to which he running haftily, ſnatched 
hold of, as intending to miſchief him- 
ſelf; but his friends layinghold ofhim, 
Ropped him in his pur ji : whereup- 
on with indignation, he ſaid, 'I would 
I were above God, for 1 know be will have 
ny mercy on me, 

Thus went he homewards, often 
ſaying, that he envyed the condition of 
Cain and Fades He lay about eight 
weeks in this caſe, in a continual burn 
ing, oeitherdefiring, oor receiving any 


thing bur by force, and that wirhofr 


diſgeſtion : 


——— 
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diſgeftion : ſo ſpent, that he appeared 
aperfet Anatomy ; exprefhing to the 
view; nothing but finews and bones : 
vehemently raging for drink ; ever 
= , yet feartnl to live long : dread- 
ul of Hell, yer coveting death : ind 
continual torment, yet his own tor- 
mentor : And thus conſuming himſelf 
with grief and horror, impatience and 
deſpair, like a living man inhell 5 he 
repreſented an extraordinary example 
the juſtice and power of God. And 

| | thus: (as faras ap hb) within afew 
days aftet his arrival at hisown home, 
- far aye this preſent life :. Yer ail 
on to make vs remember , 7 hat 

| _ things belong wie the Lord our Gid y 
| | bur charity to man, to teach him to 


hape all chings. 
COOLOCOBSADCLELSOCLOCOORODCLSSO 


Xrraondinary Examples of Divine Juſtice , God 
aever intended for a nine_days wonder 4; elſe 


Loon he, when he excmpl.fGed Lots wife, have turned 
bet 
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her 'inro a ftarue: of mcliing ſnow, nos of _ 
fake ; which Gtead, oy ar «cls us, till his age, 

ter the deſtrudtion of 7eraſeiem ; andas fome Tre- 
vellers report, till at this day + us quaddamn bomanibus 
praſtarer condimentumn, quo [ap 14% unde tilid caurthaw £X- 
tmplum-: x Ang. de crore. Dei, lib. 16. cap. zo for a(ca 
lon againſt corruption , a preiervative. againſt: Apo- 
ftacy. This Tragedic, when frefh and new, wasthe 
converſion, and confirmation of fundry Werrhies : 
Yergerius, @@daily (pearor theroot, foriaking a rich 
Buhoprike of I , and renes of Anzichridt, 
went tu Baſil, dycd a worthy Proceſtanr : many 
Nations had Eyc-witnefſes of their own Scudents, 


- then in the Vuiiverſitie of Padua , who ed the 
| Story , the Copies whereof are frequendly revived ; 
| our Engliſh ones were very. detective , and now 
| worn-our of ſhops and hands ; ſundry Manuſcyipts 


of this abroad, imperfet z; which mooved me to 
compare this labour of a worthy Gentleman ( who 
faithfully tranſlated ir our of Nralian, French and 
Dutch letters ) with rhe Latin of ( wlins Secundus,Cu- 
rio, Matthews. Gribdltus , profeſſors of the Civill Law 
in Padua: Sigeſmond Gelout a T ranflvanian, Henricus 
Scotus, all daily vifirors of Spirs, and find it accord 
with them. Touching Syire's perſon, 1 find moſt 
learned wrizers do -ixigling to the right and hope. 
full band ; mgved by Mweer, humble apd chari- 
table ſpeeches; ;- ſome few deſperate ones excepted, 
that fcY trom him in ſome lirtle agontes,, which 
kept him faſting and watching abour fixe monerths 
[pace cating nothing bur what was forced down 
his throat. The ſumme of Calvins and Borrbaus their 
counſels ( who writ largely of the uſe of this pa- 


; tern ) is, thatall learn to rake heed of backſliding, 


which 
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which God ſoul abhors, and - nor to dally with 
Conſcience, and hell on carth, if juſtly incenſed ; 
morc to be teared then the Spaniſh Inquiſition, or 
all che Strappadocs and rorments in the world ;and 
to rake heed of Spire's. principall Errors ; which | 
were, to diſpure wich Saran over-bufily in.t'me of | 
weaknels ; eſpecially ro reaſon, and conclude 
from preſent fcnſe, to Gods Reprobari 
and furure Damnation ; both which is fard,if pol 
ſible, for any man to derermine in his , auch 
more in others caſes : ſo commending thee ro his 
grace, whois able to cſtabl:h thee tothe end ; 
I bid thee farewell, _— well, while 
the ſpace of Grace 3 Duns /pi- 
res, ſpers ; ſo mayeſt thou make 
good and no by the 
reading of this cerri- 
ble Example. | | 
"@ / | 
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